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SUBJECT: ARREST AND PROMPT RELEASE OF AMCIT REV. CHARLES PLOCK 

1. AMERICAN CITIZEN REV. CHARLES PLOCK, A ROMAN 
CATHOLIC PRIEST WORKING IN PUERTO ARMUELLES, CHIRIQUI 
PROVINCE, WAS ARRESTED YESTERDAY, OCTOBER 20 BY 
GUARDIA NACIONAL OFFICIALS IN PUERTO ARMUELLES, TAKEN 
TO DAVID, THE PROVINCIAL CAPITAL AND THERE RELEASED 
EVENING OF SAME DAY. 

2. EMBASSY DUTY OFEICER LEARNED OF ARREST THROUGH 
A TELEPHONE CALL EROM ANOTHER U.S. PRIEST IN CHIRIQUI. 

ACCORDING TO HIS INFORMATION, FR. PLOCK HAD BEEN CHARGED 
WITH "INTERFERING IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF PANAMA". 

EMBASSY OFFICER SPOKE TO ARCHBISHOP MCGRATH SHORTLY 
THEREAFTER AND MCGRATH STATED HE HAD UNDERSTOOD THE 
CHARGES TO BE "INCITING STUDENTS TO RIOT AND POSSESSION 
OF MARIHUANA". PLOCK DENIED ALL CHARGES. 

3. WHATEVER ER. PLOCK WAS CHARGED WITH, IT APPEARS 
THAT HIS ARREST STEMED FROM COMMUNITY RIVALRIES IN 
PUERTO ARMUELLES. 

4. ARCHBISHOP MCGRATH PHONED EMBASSY OFEICER AT 
7:00 P.M. TO INEORM HIM THAT PLOCK HAD BEEN RELEASED 
AND IT APPEARED ALL CHARGES AGAINST HIM HAD BEEN 
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DROPPED. MCGRATH ADDED THAT PLOCK'S RELEASE WAS 
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A CONSEQUENCE OF A CONVERSATION BETWEEN CHIRIQUI 
MILITARY ZONE COMMANDER, MAJOR HERRERA, AND 
GENERAL TORRIJOS. 

5. EMBASSY SEES NO ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN UNLESS THERE 
ARE FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS IN AFFAIR. 

JORDEN 
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